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Amicus Receives National Grant to Help Ex-Offenders Seeking New Start
$300,000 grant from Federal Bureau of Justice Assistance Expands Amicus Mentoring Program

Of the 2.3 million people currently incarcerated in American correctional facilities, 95 percent will eventually be released and return to communities. Whether that transition is safe and successful can depend largely on the friends one keeps. With the support of a $300,000 federal grant, the local nonprofit, Amicus (Latin for ‘friend’) is improving its efforts to provide Minnesotans who leave prison with the support they need to stay out and contribute to their communities.  

In early September, Amicus learned it had received a grant from the Bureau of Justice Assistance as part of the Second Chance Act of 2007.  This is the first national grant Amicus has received; one of only 18 awarded throughout the United States. The grant allows Amicus to expand and improve its work with offenders who are transitioning into the community, helping them build constructive relationships, find job and housing leads and training them to become more effective job-seekers and better employees. 
Through the Amicus One to One program, the agency recruits and trains volunteers to visit people who are preparing to leave a correctional facility and start a new life outside. It has been matching volunteers with prisoners for over 43 years, and currently has over 198 active matches meeting in the visiting rooms of Minnesota’s metro area correctional facilities. The Second Chance Act grant allows Amicus to do the work necessary to add 65 more matches, increasing its volunteer recruitment activities and improving its training and support for volunteers. 

Amicus President Louise Wolfgramm is excited about the doors now open for the agency. 
“This grant gives us the opportunity to not just do more, but to do it better. We’ll be able to recruit volunteers more actively and enhance the training we give them. We’ll be able to participate in more robust evaluations of our programs and learn from them to improve our service, and we’ll be able to share our mentoring model with others across the nation. Amicus provides a unique and time-tested program, and we’re happy to see our efforts supported by the Bureau of Justice Assistance,” Wolfgramm said. 
Funding for the two-year grant will begin in October, 2010. Amicus welcomes inquiries from people who are interested in volunteering as a One to One friend. Please check the agency website at www.amicususa.org for more information or call 612-348-8570. 
-30-
