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MEN OF RAFIKI:   Offers program at Lino for African-American men, including 13-week RAFIKI class that explores positive roles as an African-American man, intensive staff help with your transition planning and re-entry, a community-based RAFIKI support group, and volunteer re-entry mentors. RAFIKI is now available at Moose Lake and Rush City





SISTERS HELPING SISTERS:  Offers program for women at Shakopee, including 12-week personal empowerment group, 6-week re-entry planning class, intensive staff help with transition and re-entry, community-based support group, and volunteer re-entry mentors.





RADIUS:  Provides girls in the juvenile justice system with girls’ groups, individual counseling, and restorative justice support circles to help them recover from trauma, address relationships and problems and find a healthy path.





AMICUS Institute & AMICUS Academy:  Educates the public about offenders, trains staff and volunteers and promotes effective policies.





AMICUS’ Leadership:





40 years’ experience helping offenders build new lives


Highly successful re-entry programs for returning offenders


Nationally known programs for girls in the juvenile justice system


Award-winning staff


Partnerships with Department of Corrections, Hennepin County, Ramsey County, St. Paul Police Department, and many more





How you can get involved with AMICUS:





If you still have significant time left on your sentence—look into ONE-TO-ONE, if offered in your facility.  Call or write the AMICUS office (see below).


If you are about a year from release and at Lino or Shakopee—look into MEN OF RAFIKI (African-American men) or SISTERS HELPING SISTERS.  Send a kite to the Education Department at your facility.


If you are two years or less from release and thinking about re-entry, or already out for any length of time—look into RECONNECT to help you plan and get the resources you need to solve problems.  Look in your facility’s library for RECONNECT information, or call, write, or visit the AMICUS office.


If you are out and off paper and doing well—look into becoming an AMICUS staff member, ONE-TO-ONE volunteer, volunteer re-entry mentor, or public education/training volunteer.  Contact the office for more info.








AMICUS is committed to helping you be successful within an atmosphere of respect, openness, and empowerment.  For more information about AMICUS, call us at 612 348-8570 (no collect calls) or write us at the address below.  We look forward to hearing from you!
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About AMICUS:





WHAT:  Non-profit organization with 40 years of experience in assisting offenders to take up positive roles in their communities.  Based in Minneapolis.





BY WHOM:  Founded by a judge, a former offender, and a successful businessman, all of whom believed there must be a better way to help offenders build new lives.  Uses both staff and volunteers.





HOW BIG:  Serves over 6,200 Minnesota offenders annually. 





MISSION: Partners with inmates, ex-offenders, juvenile offenders and communities to build successful lives and stronger communities.  





APPROACH:  Relationship-based services that support, respect, and empower the whole person.  





GOAL:  Offenders are empowered to take up positive roles and become contributing members of their communities.








AMICUS Programs:





ONE-TO-ONE:  Matches trained volunteers (“AMICUS friends”) with individual offenders for long-term visits, letters and true friendship.  Available at Lino, Shakopee, Stillwater, and Oak Park Heights.  Also visits seg unit at Stillwater and infirmary at Oak Park Heights and has a monthly Connections group at Stillwater.  





RECONNECT:   Provides specialized, one-on-one planning and referrals for re-entering offenders who are searching for jobs, housing, ID, family services, transportation, clothing, food, sobriety supports and other needs.  Also is guest speaker for transition fairs and the Sex Offender Unit at Lino.  Call or write pre-release, and come to AMICUS’ Minneapolis office after release for help.  Available to offenders in all MN facilities (state & federal) and all ex-offenders.
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